• 



PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 



(1 1 publication number : 09-238256 
(43)Date of publication of application : 09.09.1997 



(SDlntCL 



H04N 1/403 



(21 Application number : 08-1 0iB642 
(22)Date of filing : 05.04.1 996 



(71) Applicant : RICOH CO LTD 

(72) Inventor : BABA HIROYUKI 

KOIKE KAZUMASA 



(30)Priority 

Priority number : 07352234 



Priority date : 28.12.1995 Priority country : JP 



(54) IMAGE PROCESSING METHOD AND IMAGE PROCESSING UNIT 
(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To realize at a low cost 
conversion of a color image area from other part in an 
original image into a black/white binary image in a 
clearly distinguishing way while keeping the resolution 
of characters. 

SOLUTION: Each picture element of a multi-value 
image is sequentially received as a noted picture 
element and a discrimination section 5 discriminates 
to which of a low density area, a medium density area 
and a high density area a contrast of each noted 
picture element belongs. When the contrast of each 
noted picture element belongs to the low density 
area, the picture element is converted into a binary 
white level picture element and then the result is 
outputted, and when the contrast of each noted 
picture element belongs to the high density area, the 
picture element is converted into a binary black level 
picture element and then the result is outputted. 
When the contrast of each noted picture element 

belongs to the medium density area, the picture element is converted into a prescribed 
black/white binary pattern by a pattern section 4 and then the result is outputted. 
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